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The debate on the death penalty should be used or not has elicited emotional and controversial reactions from different stakeholders in the United States. Like other social issues affecting American society such as abortion and the use of technology in reproduction, the death penalty has resulted in a heated debate in the public policy sphere. Despite the stable attitudes towards the topic in the last decades, the debate has been silently continuing among the members of the public with the conservatives appearing to support it whole the liberals arguing against it. Irrespective of the opinion divide, society should be concerned with the increasing rate of crime, but also, the rights of those accused of a crime should be put into consideration. Therefore, the death penalty should not be used because it violates the constitutional rights of the defendants, it does not deter crime, and also it is a barbaric practice that does not consider human rights important. 
For starters, everyone is protected under the United States Constitution no matter what crime the offender has committed. Therefore, the death penalty is a violation of the Eighth Amendment which prohibits the government from using excessive punishment on people. Despite the constitutional providing protection from such cruel punishment, some states in the U.S. still allow the death penalty. As Gupta explains, the number of people executed in the United States is much higher than those executed in developing countries like India (668). According to the author, about 23 states in the U.S still allow death penalty through electrocution, about eight states allow lethal gas, one state, Utah, allow shooting, and other ten states allow hanging (Gupta 669). However, all these states are required to follow one constitution which protects every individual from cruel punishments like the death penalty.  These methods used in death penalties such as shooting, hanging, lethal injection or gas are all cruel to human life. Therefore, the death penalty should be disallowed in all states across the U.S. 
Secondly, it is evident that death penalty does not deter crime despite what others may say about its use in crime deterrence. In fact, research shows that crime is more in the states where the death penalty is allowed. Many people believe that the death penalty can be used to deter offenders from engaging in crime, but evidence shows that it does not work towards controlling crime. According to Lamperti, homicide crime is more common in the states that allow the death penalty (3). According to the author, the death penalty is not a deterrent to crime; as such, the states that still use death penalty should abolish it because it does not add to the crime control measures (3).  

Thirdly, the death penalty goes against the God-given human right of life. Everyone is entitled to the right to life, and no one should be allowed to take the time that God gave him or her on earth or cut it short because he or she has committed an offense. The death penalty is considered to be a barbaric act that does not give consideration to the dignity and importance of human life. Dieter explains that the U.S. has frequently been showing concern on the human rights violations in dictatorship countries like Cuba or China, but they forget their own violations of the human rights as well (7). According to the author, in the United States, the difference with the other countries that practice the death penalty is the terminology. In the United States, it is called “the civil rights or constitutional rights,” but these all mean the same thing, human rights (Dieter 7). They are only using different terminology to define the same principle. In the end, they all mean a violation of the basic human right to life. In the United States, it has been given less concern because death penalty, in the eyes of many people, is concerned with the “fairness, risks of fatal error or simply the morality of death penalty” (Dieter 8). Irrespective of the terminology used to define it, Dieter believes that they all mean the same thing. The death penalty was a form of punishment used almost two centuries ago. As a modern society today guided by the principle of human rights and dignity, the death penalty should not be considered under the laws in the United States. 
However, not everyone may agree with me that the death penalty is detrimental and unfit for modern society today. For conservatives who see no other option than the death penalty, it is the only way to eradicate evil individuals from the society. Koenig and Michael explain the conservative perspective on the death penalty issue arguing that the death penalty should be swift and certain (194). According to the authors, the conservatives believe firmly on the protection of the public from evil individuals at all costs (194). This means that even when it involves taking the life of someone, as long as the evil is eliminated, it is just okay. But, society should not be constructed on such beliefs and opinions. Every life matters and no one has the moral authority to cut another person’s life short because he or she has committed a crime. There are other channels that can be used to punish such a person including life imprisonment where he or she would not be a problem to the society again because he will be locked behind bars for the rest of his or her life.
In conclusion, the death penalty involves a cruel way of killing someone that should not be supported under the law no matter the crime that one has committed. Every life is important and should be protected; no one should claim the life of another person. Life is a precious and God-given gift for every mankind. As such, no one has the moral authority to take it away. The government can design other measures to deal with the crime level and criminal, which do not involve violating the God-given human rights and the Eighth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.
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